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Abstract

In recent years, the number of patients with feeding and swallowing disorders has
been increasing in our hyper—aged society. The numbers are further accentuated in home
medical care settings, with the government promoting home medical care. Hence,
evaluation and rehabilitation of feeding and swallowing functions in home care are being
performed as a part of home care in dentistry with dentists and dental hygienists
becoming involved in these activities.

Since feeding and swallowing involves not only the oral cavity, pharynx, and esophagus,
but also various organs, such as the brain and nervous system, medical staff, such as
physicians and nurses, are often involved in these activities.

Thus, the environment in which these procedures are performed has expanded from
hospitals and clinics, where physicians and dentists are available in the same space, to
facilities and home settings, where both professions don't often work in close proximity,
involving medical staff, such as nurses, various therapists, and dental staff simultaneously.
Therefore, safety and benefit of patients, facilitation of work and clarification of
responsibilities on part of medical professionals who provide treatment and rehabilitation
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of feeding and swallowing disorders, and issues related to the division of work between dental
and medical professionals have become pressing issues. In this article, we examine the
division of work among dental and medical professionals in the treatment and rehabilitation of

feeding and swallowing disorders, with a focus on dental hygienists and nurses.
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